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Face-to-face with Meﬂicare

BY JACONNA AGUIRRE, Ww

Volunteer Cindi Fleshman helps Flora Bumns of Oklahoma City with ma Medicare s!gn—up pmcess for prescription |
drug benefits Wednesday at the Mayfair Center, 3200 NW 48. {

o

Seniors get information
on prescription benefits

By Jim Klllackey. Staff Writer

More than 1,000 senior citizens moved through the
Mayfair Center in Oklahoma City on Wednesday as
t.h?r digested facts and figures about the far-reachi

complex new Medicare prescnption drug benefits
program starting Jan. 1. "

About 200 people were in line at 9 a.m., an hour be-
fore health authorities were ready to start the program.

Many wore oversized sunglasses and wide-brimmed
hats; some used wheelchairs, ‘walkers -and canes. Be-
cause of the crush, seniors were let in the doors at 9:15
a.m. at the Mayfair complex, 3200 NW 48.

Federal officials selected Mayfair, a former elemen-
tary school, as the nation’s first site for a pilot program
of face-to-face interviews about the new drug benefit
and opportunities for low-income seniors needing finan-
cial assistance to cover the program’s premiums.

Mayfair was chosen because it has had an estab-
lished adult day care center for 18 years.

Wednesday's enthusiastic turnout earned an A+ from
health officials who want to expand the program.
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“This clearly has worked,”

medical officer for the Centers for Medicare and Medi-
caid Services in Washington.

said Jeffrey Kelman, a

“Mayfair has deep community roots,” Kelman said.

“Its a place where complex benefits can be explained
face-to-face.”

That opinion was echoed by local Social Security rep-
resentative Larry G. Jones.
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‘ “Oklahomaris fmm this
computer or.a telepéxone, ;

canicer and offier ailments. They attended the
event because the escalating eosts of g ;'ptlon dmgs are con&‘”

stant conceis. ) : Vivmn mxth 84 Sald man sem
If Ellis bought all the presmpuons he needed the cost Would ‘ dealing’Wxth 1ssuesgof presi:np n
be about $21,000 a year, he said. :

“With prices going up and u and up, many older Oklahornan :
Ellis said he'll have enough money to buy $9 600 worth of 1 pre- - are simply golrg without the prescription drugs they need,
scription medications this year, He said he has cut back ona Smith saxd “Matty of the newest drugs could help us, but we.
doctor-prescribed chemotherapy drug. . _ . don't get them because of the high costs.” ; :




